
 

Cardgains Newsletter 
January 2024 

The buying group, celebrating 
35 years supporting 
independent retailers! 



Welcome to January!   
 

Happy New Year to all readers, and here’s wishing for a healthy and prosperous 2024. 
 

And, Happy Anniversary to us!  This year Cardgains celebrates 35 years of 
supporting independent retailers up and down the UK.  We are thrilled to have great 
relationships with so many loyal members and suppliers, many of whom have been our 
partners for many, if not all, of those 35 years! 
 

Sales Manager 
I am pleased to announce that we have employed a new Sales Manager to take over from Jim, who 
retired at the end of 2023.  He is already known to many of you as he has been in the industry for over 
10 years.  Welcome to Charles Dyson. 
I have no doubt that Charles will have some great new ideas to assist us in moving Cardgains forward 
for a positive future and will continue to develop great relationships with members and suppliers. 
Charles will be visiting members in Scotland and the north of England, and I know you will make him 
welcome in your stores. 
 

E-marketing 
As mentioned last month, we are getting up to date with our ‘socials’, thanks to Sam! 
Our Facebook page is now ‘Cardgains’, as is our new X tag, with our Insta handle ‘Cardgainsltd’.  Please 
follow our pages and keep up with the goings on at Cardgains.  We love to engage with members and 
suppliers! 
 

Another New Supplier for 2024 
Along with the suppliers announced last month: Letterbox Love, Lucilla Lavender, Pink Pig, The Gifted 
Stationery Company, Ohh Deer and Sooshichacha, we now have another new supplier to delight our 
members.  Toynamics UK are a one stop shop when it comes to wooden toys from the largest global 
wooden toy manufacturer, currently distributing 8 brands with more new and exciting ones to join their 
portfolio next year!   
  

All the new suppliers are ‘live’ and have a full-page advert in this newsletter, so make sure you check 
them out.  (Toynamics will feature in February, due to our deadline constraints, but are also live!) 
Please also have a look at the new supplier websites for more detail of their products and brands.  
 

There is another form included in your envelope which you can complete and return if you are trading with 
any of the new for 2024 suppliers, and would like to transfer your business to Cardgains, or if you would 
like contact from them.  Please send the form to ian@bridewelluk.co.uk  
 

Thank you for reading and as always, “Thank you for your continued support”! Penny   
 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Name Cardgains Sales & Marketing Team Email Mobile 
Penny Shaw Managing Director penny@bridewelluk.co.uk 07810 510090 
Kerry Barrett Marketing Assistant kerry@bridewelluk.co.uk  0114 249 0333 
Sam Thornicroft E-marketing and social media   
Charles Dyson Sales Manager – Scotland & The North charles@bridewelluk.co.uk 07717 447451 
Alan Harwood Sales Executive – South  alan@bridewelluk.co.uk 07717 447450 



Cardgains Village at Spring Fair 2024 
Cardgains Village is back in the usual location at the front of hall 3 stand M10 / N11. 
 

As always, we have a great mix of suppliers joining us and we have special members offers at the show. 
If you register with us on the stand, you can collect a £20 management charge voucher, giving you a 
free month!   
 

To show our appreciation of member support and, as it’s our 35th anniversary, we 
will enter all registered members into a raffle to receive A FULL YEAR’S 
MANAGEMENT CHARGE VOUCHER WORTH £120.  Make sure you come to see us 
at the show to enter!   
 

Members and suppliers can also collect their Cardgains pin badge to wear with pride 
and show your allegiance! 
���� 
  

The Villagers 

There are some great suppliers joining us on the Village, including some top industry brands.  Make sure 
you come and view their gorgeous products and see what show offers they may have. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your invitation 
You can register for your ticket to the show, by visiting the Spring Fair website at 
https://www.springfair.com and entering your details.  Or you can scan the QR code on their advert in 
this newsletter to go straight to the site. 
 

Who else is there? 
As well as our fabulous ‘Village’ suppliers, there are many other suppliers exhibiting around the show.  
We will have a ‘Member Show Guide’ available on The Village for members to collect. 
 

The Cardgains sales team will be at the show on Sunday, Monday & Tuesday.  Following the recent 
changes, it will be great for you to meet your local representative and make an early appointment for 
your annual visit, they’ll be happy to help. 
 

There will be a few bottles of fizz available on the stand, and we look forward to 
members and other independent retailers joining us for a drink or two on Sunday, Monday, 
and Tuesday at 5 o’clock (while stocks last)! 
 

Opening times 
We’re looking forward to seeing members throughout the show.  The opening times are: 

 

Sunday 4th to Tuesday 6th February   9.00 – 6.00 
Wednesday 7th February     9.00 – 4.00 

 

Everyone is welcome on The Cardgains Village – the more the merrier! 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

















































Cardgains Accounts Team 
Here to help with any of your account queries.  Please email or call 0114 249 0333 and press 1 for Accounts!  
The team is here from 8.30 – 5.00 Monday to Thursday and 8.30 – 1.00 Friday. 
 

Shop For Sale 
A great opportunity has arisen to acquire this extremely popular business with an 
excellent reputation for selling quality cards, gifts, jewellery, and fascinators with 
very friendly staff and great customer service.  
Established for 20yrs in an East Yorkshire village.   
Two-storey sales area and storage, with kitchen and toilet. 
Reluctant sale due to health reasons.  
Turnover around £84,000 a year rent is £600 per month, no rates.  
Looking for £34,000 including all stock, fixtures and fittings. 
 

Contact by email lorrainegeorge61@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Lost suppliers 2024 
Unfortunately, there are a few suppliers who have left the Cardgains portfolio.  These include: Artsy Mats, 
Boxt Socks, Brainbox Candy, Brand Essentials and University Games.  
 

We are always sad to lose suppliers but are confident there are many other suppliers who can fulfil your needs. 
 

Your brand-new terms booklet and A-Z directory are in your envelope this month.  Please check you are making 
the most of the Cardgains portfolio.  We have such an excellent collection of suppliers for you to choose from.  
If you think we are missing someone, please feel free to get in touch to put them forward. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Accounts Team Email Telephone 
Helen McManus Finance Director helen@bridewelluk.co.uk 0114 

249 
0333 

Debbie Levick Manager + selected accounts deb@bridewelluk.co.uk 
Nicola Buck C1400-C2380 nicola@bridewelluk.co.uk 
Melanie Craine C002 – C1399, C2381 onwards mel@bridewelluk.co.uk 
Deborah Beedham Credit Controller deborah@bridewelluk.co.uk 

For Sale 
Various gondolas, racking, spinners and glass shelving available. 
Gondolas are 14ft made up of 3x 4ft units, plus 1x 2ft unit  
They are 11 pocket high  
Both come complete with end slat wall panels  
 

Other racking (wall racking ) is 13 pocket high  
Also, 4x 4ft sections with wooden end panels  
Spinners and counter spinners,  available  
Counter available  
Glass shelves  
Slat walling  
All available from mid-January  
Contact details are Mr. Newell on 07428 392153  
or 01704 538342. We are open to sensible offers!  

Nicola Melanie Debbie Deborah Helen 
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